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Jack (Doc) & Olive Crawley

By Mary Tutton

The Historical Society is
pleased to announce that Jack (Doc)
and Olive Crawley will be our honored
Old Settlers this year. The Crawley’s
are long-time Palmyra residents. We
look forward to seeing them and their
family at Old Settlers on July 25" and
expect to hear some interesting sto-
ries. As a matter of fact, this article is
pretty much fact filled so when they
appear at Old Settlers they can spend
their time talking about the more en-
tertaining incidents in their lives.

Although Doc's father was from
Eagle and graduated from Palmyra, Doc
was bom in Saxon, WI. In 1930 his fa-
ther moved the family back to Eagle
where for 28 years he was the princi-
pal of the 1* through 10" grade school.
Olive grew up in Reedsburg. When she
was a senior in high school she decided
that she wanted to become a nurse.
She went to St. Mary's Hospital School
of Nursing in Madison graduating as a
Registered Nurse. She took her first
nursing job back in Reedsburg. She and
Doc were in Madison at the same time
and met on a blind date. He lived one
and a half blocks from her nurses'
dorm.

By the time Doc was in 10
grade he knew he wanted to become a
veterinarian. After graduating from
East Troy High School in 1948 he went
to Whitewater for two years and then
to Madison to get some courses that
he needed. In those days Madison did

Olive and Jack Crawley

not have a school of veteri-
nary science, but he was ac-
cepted into the vet school in
Ames, lowa from which he
earned his D.V.M. degree in
1955. During his whole high
school and college career Doc
played trombone in the band
and today is a member of the
Palmyra-Eagle Community band.
If you don't recognize him you
can pick him out as the one who
holds that slide straight out like
they do in marching bands.

During college Doc was
in the National Guard and then
ROTC. After graduating as a
veterinarian he was commis-
sioned First Lieutenant in the
Air Force. He joined the Air
Force Reserve and retired with
the rank of Major after |8 years.

Doc and Olive were
married in 1953 while he was in
vet school. Their first home was
in Ames student housing which
consisted of a converted army
barrack. Doc Mclirey, long time
Palmyra vet, told Doc he was
retiring and urged him to move
to Palmyra and take over his
practice. Once out of the ser-

OLD SETTLERS
2004

Meet the Crawleys, the
class of ‘54 and the His-
torical Society trustees
at Palmyra’s OLD SET-
TLERS PICNIC at the
village park. Folks will
begin to gather at the
park at noon, eat at |
o'clock and hear speak-
ers beginning around 2.
Please bring a dish for
the buffet table and
your own plate and
silver. The Lioness’ will
provide the beverages.
Later the Historical
Museum will be open
for those who wish to
visit.







