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DORIS ISAACSEN

The Palmyra Historical Society has chosen Doris Isaacsen
to be this year's Honored 0l1d Settler.

On a cold winter day in January 1911 the family of Alfred
and Mina Foote was increased by a daughter, Doris Eileen.
Within the next five years two more children were born, making
three girls and three boys. I know that times were tough, but
mostly for our parents since we always had a loving family,
good simple food and warm clothing.

We all attended the country school for our early years,
then went on to Palmyra High School, where five of us grad-
uated. Three of us went on to Whitewater State Teachers
College and Verna went to Milwaukee and became a R.N..

Most of my early memories were related to family and
neighbors. Money was scarce so little was spent on toys or
recreation. We all became quite good at playing checkers,
dominoes, cards and baseball.

One of our favorite pleasures was horse back riding on
"Blackie". Many stories of her tricks have come down through
the years. If she had one of the younger ones on her back she * : i
would simply go to a tree with low branches and leave them to hang in the tree, or start
to roll, but give them ample time to get off.

Another story coming down through the years concerns our brother, Forrest. At night
it was rare if he didn't fall asleep at our supper table before he had eaten much of his
meal. Now weiners were a treat at that time, so he asked that his be put in the pantry
for tomorrow. His favorite dessert was lemon pie, which was also saved. Both the pie
and weiners disappeared. After asking for years where they went, Myrtle said, "I hear
confession is good for the soul and I ate the weiners": And I said, "I cannot tell a
lie, I ate the pie". Of course this was at least 75 years late.

After graduating from college I taught for a short time and was then married to
Ralph Isaacsen. We had a double marriage in August 1931 with his sister Marian and Roy
Sadenwasser. At this time jobs were so scarce that the rule was one breadwinner in a
family. When Ralph asked who that was to be, I told him, "If I have a choice, it's
you!"

In 1945 we purchased a home on Wilson Street and raised our family there. We had
four children-Janis, who died after three days; Donald, who was killed shortly before
his 2Cth birthday by a drunk driver; Myra, the Postmistress in Palmyra who is married to
Dick Brien (a Mukwonago teacher) and Carol who is married to Mike Brill. Carol and







