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CURTIS A. ORCHARD

The Palmyra Historical Society has chosen Curtis
Orchard to be this year's Honored Cld Settler.

Curtis Alvin Orchard was born January 8, 1908 in the
town of Palmyra to Alvin & Laura Pett Orchard. His only
brother, Harold, was 4 years older than Curtis. Both his
rarents were decendants of early settlers and he is related
to many people in our local area. On his mother's side of
the family, his grandparents were Henry & Ann Hooper Pett
and Thomas & Harriet Tratt Hooper. The Tratt family came
from England about 1850 and lived in the Palmyra and
Whitewater area. Thomas Hooper came to the Palmyra area
in 1854 from Cornwall, England.

On the Orchard side of the family, William & Charles
Orchard were the two youngest of the 11 children of James
and Catherine Orchard. Charles was korn in 1831 and
William in 1833 in Jacobstow Parish, Cornwall, England.

It is not known when they came to the United States and

the Palmyra area, or if they came together, but Charles purchased land in 1865 and died
in 1867. Curtis' father, Alvin, was the 7th child in a family of 9 born to William and
Margery. Curtis never knew these grandparents as they both died in 1900, before he was
born. His grandmother, Margery Jolliffe Orchard, was born in 1840 in Tremain Parish,
Cornwall, England--the daughter of Richard & Margery Uglow Jolliffe. She was the young-
est of 6 children. They came to the Palmyra Area in 1846 or 1847. Today Thomas Jolliffe
and his family still live on the Jolliffe Homestead Farm. William Orchard purchased land
in 1868 and 1884. Today, Dean Orchard, son of Harold Orchard, lives on William's Home-
stead Farm.

When Curtis was 1 year old, his parents purchased a farm in the town of Sullivan
about 2 miles north of the Siloam Church on Hwy. Z. He, his parents and brother Harold
lived there while Curtis was growing up. John Orchard, son of Harold Orchard, lives
there now. The family attended Siloam Methodist Church and it was Curtis' chore on
Sunday morning to drive to the church with his horse and buggy to start the fire and
ring the bell to summon the people to the service. The Pleasant Valley and Siloam
Churches often joined together for their ice cream socials, box socials and other youth
activities while the Orchard children were growing up.
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